
 
 

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
 
 

June 26, 2023 
 
The Honorable Kay Granger 
Chairwoman 
House Appropriations Committee 
H-307 The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairwoman Granger, 
 
The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) has been weaponized against the American 
people by a radical, anti-Second Amendment Biden Administration. The leadership at the ATF has proven 
unable or unwilling to see that the ATF respect the rule of law and not act where congress has not legislated. 
Instead, the ATF abuses its rule making authority, legislating through the executive and making a mockery of 
the separation of powers mandated by the Constitution.  
 
The ATF has even made it a matter of official policy to shut down gun stores by making perfection the 
standard in record keeping – a standard the ATF itself could not meet.1 Since the Biden Administration has 
announced its new “zero tolerance” policy in 2021, Federal Firearms Licensees have faced the highest 
revocation rate in 16 years.2 This policy has effectively become the death penalty for even the most innocent 
of clerical errors.  
 
The ATF has shown itself incapable of operating within the confines of its statutory authority, and we must 
force a change. Hence, I write to inform you that I intend to use the Holman Rule to defund the Office of 
the Director of the ATF in the next available appropriations period. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Matt Gaetz 
Member of Congress 
 

 
Marjorie Taylor Greene 
Member of Congress 

 
1 Firearms Data: ATF Did Not Always Comply with the Appropriations Act Restriction and Shoulder Better Adhere to Its Policies. 
U.S. Government Accountability Office. 6/30/2016, https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-16-552. 
2 Johnston, Aidan and Madajian, Alex, The Biden Administration’s Zero Tolerance Policy is Crushing Gun Sellers. (2/10/2023), 
https://www.gunowners.org/the-biden-administrations-zero-tolerance-policy-is-crushing-gun-sellers/.  
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